
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                       January 11, 2015 
 
BAPTISM  OF  THE  LORD 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
** Hymn – 68 

Opening Prayer 
** 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I spend much time seeking to get my life right. In 
the middle of this effort you allow me to comprehend that the 
effort itself is faulty, that it is based on an assumption that 
there is something wrong with me which I need to correct.  My 
effort to correct what I think is wrong reinforces the 
assumption, and so after all the effort I am left where I began, 
needing to get my life right.  What comes through this journey 
is the awareness of your acceptance of me, of your approval of 
me as I am.  Your acceptance and approval allow me to see 
myself more clearly, and to understand myself more deeply.  I 
want your acceptance and approval to be states in which I 
abide, and my desire is to remain in them.  I forget that your 
acceptance and approval come to me in the middle of my 
effort to get my life right, that they are a gift which comes to 
me through my exploring this way I live.  Their purpose is to 
help me approach gracefully what I believe is wrong with me, 
to learn to understand it and appreciate its value, rather than 
correct it. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

*** 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 1:4-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 376 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 411 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
           Session and Deacons 
        11:30  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for January 18, 2015 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
FYI 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and plan to stay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Jim Plein. 
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Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the knowing that it is not 
possible to be separate from the welcoming and 

embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 
and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 

we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, and to fashion the most fully 
human response possible for us in response to what our 

life contains. 
 

If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


BAPTISM  OF  THE  LORD  [Mark 1:4-11] 
 The early church was convinced that God was intimately and 
immediately involved in human life, and that this involvement 
was all-embracing and more far-reaching than they experienced 
before. They believed the life of God had “incarnated.” The issue 
the early church faced was how to state this and explain it. The 
New Testament contains four different attempts to do so. The 
attempts we are the most familiar with are the stories around the 
birth of Jesus found in the beginning of Matthew and Luke. The 
third is found in the first chapter of John, the prologue about the 
“logos.” The fourth is the text for today from Mark 1. The account 
of the baptism of the Lord is Mark’s version of the Christmas 
narratives; it makes the same point as the other three: that God is 
intimately and immediately involved in our life. 
 John the Baptist is a figure in mythology which we experience 
as a particular frame of mind or thought-world. The nature of this 
frame of mind is conveyed in Mark 1:4, where John is “baptizing 
in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.”  We want to remember that the frame of 
mind which John represents is a developmental achievement in a 
person’s ability to live a human life. The frame of mind that 
precedes John is one characterized by little if any self-awareness 
and self-reflection, and little conscience. The appearance of John 
marks the emergence of all three. John emerges when a person 
has come to the place where they feel they are no longer the 
same as their group and can feel separation and difference; that 
is, they can feel “lonesome” [the Greek word translated as 
“wilderness” is the word meaning “lonesome”]. A person feels 
lonesome because they realize they are different; in some way 
they are not the same as their group. John is what encourages us 
to respond to this “lonesomeness” by immersing ourselves in the 
strong uneasiness, the sense of guilt, or the pang of doubt which 
has been aroused over the experience of being different. John is 
what moves us to immerse ourselves in this experience as a way 
to think about what we have done or not done that has brought it 
about. We are also moved to think differently regarding what we 
could do to remove the feeling, to get freedom from it and be rid 

of it. We are then moved to act on these thoughts. The thought-
world John represents is comprised of these movements—1) to 
immerse ourselves in an experience so as to 2) discover what we 
did or did not do so that we have it and 3) to think about how to 
act so as to get rid of it. Virtually all of us live in this thought-world. 
We “wake up” to feeling uneasy, guilty or doubtful and quickly 
begin thinking about both what we have done or not done to 
cause the experience, and what we can do to remove it from us. 
John involves our being immersed in a descent into our own 
interior [the name “Jordan” means “a descender”], as a way to 
discover how we have missed the mark [sinned], so that we can 
acknowledge that this missing the mark has occurred [confessing], 
and then act differently. John represents the emergence of self-
awareness and self-reflection which then serve the purpose of 
making changes to the way we live. Living like this is a way of life, 
and we are immersed in it. Most people believe living this life is 
what Christianity offers and advocates. 
 The early church realized that living this way was like having a 
diet that was elemental but not all that nutritious; ultimately 
John’s way is not generative. The early church realized that 
something more forceful and competent or ample was needed. 
What is needed is something that would go beyond what John 
represents, something that would break apart the assumptions of 
guilt or doubt that are the basis for what John encourages us to 
do. John immerses us in the familiar world and directs our minds 
to focus on whether we are right or wrong, good or bad, and to 
make changes based on what we discover. What is needed is for 
us to be immersed in a different frame of mind or mental 
disposition, one that has a different focus, one that is morally 
blameless. 
 Jesus consents to be immersed in John’s thought-world or 
frame of mind. I suggest that this means he agrees to be immersed 
in the way John encourages us to reflect on our life. Jesus agrees 
to make the descent into the preoccupation that comes with John 
concerning whether we are right or wrong, good or bad; he agrees 
to think about the assumptions and conclusions that drive John’s 
frame of mind and that support it. Following this he noticed that a 



frame of mind which was not his own and came from beyond him 
had descended upon him. The sense of this frame of mind was 
that he was God’s child, was beloved, and was approved of. 
Nothing else was said; nothing was asked; no changes were made. 
Nothing! There was just the sense of being God’s child, of being 
beloved, and of approval. 
 We have a difficult time ending this where the lectionary 
reading stops. We tend to look for something to do, and so we 
give this text the moral that Jesus had the experience of this 
different frame of mind because he made the descent into the 
interior and examined the assumptions which supported the 
common way we live our lives. With the moral in hand we assume 
we are to do the same: descend into the interior and examine the 
assumptions by which we live. By looking for this moral and acting 
on it we end up back in the frame of mind represented by John. 
We need to be aware that we are the ones who add the 
“because,” the causal connection; the text does not. Jesus made 
the descent and the frame of mind given to him came through the 
descent, not because of it. The frame of mind he received was a 
gift. There is nothing we need to do with this frame of mind; it is 
more that it takes us somewhere or allows us to be taken 
somewhere. The verses that follow the Gospel reading tell us that 
this frame of mind we have received deliberately hurls us back 
into the awareness of being different and isolated/lonesome. 
Once there we are scrutinized by the accusatory presence within 
us [Satan is “the accuser” in Greek] which will question the 
validity of the awareness that we are God’s child, are beloved and 
approved. The accusations will hunt us and stalk us, and we will 
be reminded of the awareness that has come to us. The 
temptation here is to seek to have and hold onto the experience 
of being the beloved child of God who is approved. Rather than 
that, we are encouraged to notice the way our mind keeps 
assessing us in terms of whether we are good or bad, right or 
wrong, to notice how insistence this accusatory frame of mind is 
and how it impacts us. How vulnerable we are to these 
accusations is the information we need to have. The frame of 
mind that reminds us we are the beloved child of God who is 

approved comes to us to address the accusatory frame of mind. It 
does not come to us to stay, but to assist us as we become more 
familiar with the person we are living the life we have. It allows us 
to become more familiar with the person we are living the life we 
have. 

The English text says the frame of mind demonstrated by Jesus 
comes “immediately.” The Greek text says it comes “directly.” I 
suggest this is not about the length of time but about the way the 
frame of mind is experienced—it comes suddenly and with 
directness. How long it takes for this frame of mind to register or 
re-register is not relevant. 
 It might be helpful to consider Christianity through a 
developmental frame of reference. As children we have no self-
awareness or self-reflection, and no conscience.  The self-
awareness, self-reflection and conscience which John represents 
are developed by socialization and with the maturation of our 
mental and emotional capacities. Why does what John represents 
happen? Because developing in this way is how God designed us; 
and, the development of these capacities is where God leads us. 
What Jesus demonstrates builds on what John represents. The 
self-awareness and self-reflection which come with John make it 
possible to think about more than how we are living; they make it 
possible to think about how we think, about how our mind works 
and the assumptions on which our mind operates. Through that 
consideration a different frame of mind descends on us which says 
to us the same things said to Jesus: we are the beloved child of 
God who is approved. What Jesus demonstrates is not better than 
what John represents; it is the necessary development or outcome 
of the self-awareness and self-reflection which first appeared with 
John. Why does this happen? Because that is how God designed 
us, and this is where God leads us. 
 In the Church Year this Sunday marks the beginning of Ordinary 
Time following Epiphany. Ordinary Time following Epiphany is a 
time when the sense of being God’s child, of being beloved, and of 
approval move with us out into the ordinary life we live, and we 
are given a chance to explore it and see how it impacts us. 

[Jim Robie, 1-8-15, Cycle B, Mark 1:4-11] 


